It is two years since we all suffered the trauma of widespread flooding and destruction in our town – followed by the alarming loss of our fresh water supply.  For many, the nightmare is still not over, and as Cheltenham’s Member of Parliament I have taken up issues ranging from the maintenance of culverts to insurance problems. 

Gordon Brown promised swift action to sort out the failings exposed by the flooding in Gloucestershire, but we are yet to even see new laws to co-ordinate flood response and protect our water supply.  That should finally change this Autumn.  

I am pleased to say that Lib Dem leader Nick Clegg has asked me to lead the Lib Dems’ work on these laws as they go through Parliament – to make sure we get the best deal for the people of Cheltenham, as well as other flood hit areas across the country.  

The experience of seeing Cheltenham disappear under torrents of floodwater two years ago will obviously shape my views – but I’d like to hear from you too. 

When I get to my feet in the House of Commons to speak on the Floods Bill, I’d like to be able to tell MPs and government ministers about your views and the kind of problems you are still facing – two years on.  These might be to do with: 

    * Insurance premiums or excess 

    * Maintenance of watercourse and culverts 

    * Flood defence works around the Chelt and elsewhere 

    * Planning permission being given that could make flooding worse 

    * Unadopted sewers 

    * Flood alerts and warnings 

    * Resilience of local water and electricity supplies 

    * Emergency response 

Please write to me at my Cheltenham office where I am working over the summer:

16 Hewlett Road, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 6AA.  Or you can email me at martin@martinhorwood.net.

Together we can make sure that the next time we are faced with such extreme weather – the town, the people and the government are better prepared.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

Martin Horwood MP

Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Cheltenham

